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Puneet Gulati walking the ramp at IFFM:

24.07.2015
Punjab Kesari

Haryana,
Chandigarh
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Best Inde Film categories

Date 31.07.2015
Publication Aaple Mahanagar
Edition Pune, Mumbai
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Date 05.08.2015
Publication Dainik Bhaskar
Edition Bhopal, Chandigarh,
Delhi, Jaipur
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Tamil film Kaaka Muttai is
still going places. The win-
ner of two national awards,
it has now been nominated
in the best indie film cate-
gory at the Indian Film Fes-
tival of Melbourne and will
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05.08.2015
Hindu Metro Plus
Chennai

be featured at the festival
on August 15. The film, fea-
turing newcomers Vignesh
and Ramesh and directed
by Manikandan, revolves
around two slum children-
whose desire is to taste a

Date

Publication

Edition

Kaaka Muttai off to Melbourne

pizza. Released in theatres
here after emerging suc-
cessful at the international
film fest circuit, Kaaka
Muttai was recently in the
news for clocking fifty days
at the box office.

05.08.2015
Navoday Times

Delhi

05.08.2015

Sakal Times
Mumbai

' A series of Marathi films have been selected for the
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne. Films like writer-di-
rector Chaitanya Tamhane's Court, Partho Sen-Gupta's
Sunrise and Rajendra Talak's A Rainy Day have been

Presented by
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selected under the category of ‘Beyond Bollywood' Sec-
S tion for the prestigiouse?estival. The film Court, which
won National Award, has been appreciated the world
over for its screenplay-dialogues and direction. s7
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Jill Bilcock's Interview:

09.08.2015
Hindu Cinema Plus

Mumbai

Date

Publication
Edition

6 CINEMAPLUS

Jill Biloock, editor of

Moulin Rouge! and Road

tor Perdition, talks 1o sudhir

srinivasan about working

with Shekhar Kapur in
"aani

You're part of the jury at
the Indian Film Festival
of  Melbourne (that's
commencing  in  Mel-
bourne next week). Tell
me about your interest in
Indian films.

It all sturted when 1 was a
teenager and saw The Wonld
of Apu (by Satyajit Ray) at 3
Alm festival. T travelled to
Kashmir in the 70 for a two-
week haliday while on my way
to London, where [ was to edit
music videos for a living. But [
was 50 hooked to India that |
ended up spending & year and
forgetting about my London
Job. 1 dreamt of meeting Sa-
tyajit Ray, and even went to
Caleutta. Everyone 1 met
seemex to be ‘related’ to him, 1
was witnessing a sense of na-
tional ownership that now al-
wavs makes me smile. |
couldn’t meet him but ended
up working as an extrain a few
Ballywood films — which was
an education in itself.

What’s your motiva-
tion to be part of such a
festival?

I'm fascinated by the cour-
age and growth of indie films,
They tackle some very diffi-
cult cultural and political sub-
jects. Sometimes, these films
also inclwde Bollywood as-

www.mindblowingfilms.com

(clockwise from tap) Roud to Perdition, Jill Bileock. Elizabeth and Moulin Rouge!

pects like song and dance.
They have a unigue ability to
celebrate the spectacular and
the pertinent

Do you find these Bolly-
wood aspects  quite
outlandish?

Regardless of any addition-
al aspects, a good, entertain-
ing story will alwaysstand out,
You definitely don’t need ‘In-
dian sensibilities” to enjoy
Bollywood blockbusters. But
to answer your question, a bit
of sang and dance is always a
bonus, If you add a dash of
sport, you even end up with an
necessible film like Lagaon

From being an extra in
Bollywood films, you've
become one of the world's
leading editors, having
worked with directors
such as Sam Mendes and
Baz Luhrmann. Your ca-
reer, interestingly, is full

of period films such as El-
izabeth and Moulin
Rouge!

Having studied art before
film, 1 like the element of fan-
tasy that period art direction
lends itself to. I have also ed-
ited films set in the preseat,

but none in the future. But |
definitely don't want to be
known for only working on
films set in the past

The film you're work-
ing on with Shekhar Ka-
g:r. Paani, is set in the

ture?

Yest. 1laved his concept that
water will be the currency of
the future. India itself is a rich
decorative canvas, o visual
utopia for me as a background,
It has an Indianness about it,
which, I think, comes fram
handling large masses of peo-
ple on screen. [t comes from
living within such a huge pop-
ulation and alack of inhibition
incrowds,

In films here (Australia), un
extracan often look like a rab-
bit caught in the headlights.
We don’t seem to be able to
move the background action
around so easily. There are of-
ten not enough extras, ani-
mals included, due to budget
cuts. This can detract from an
excellent actors performance
and make ascene feel bogus.

You're also working on
The Dressmaker, star-
ring Kate Winslet and

Hugo Weaving.

The film stretches period
carrectness visually and musi-
cally, but the clothes stay true
to the 19505 in which it is set
It is a truly wonderful Austra-
lian story and should hit the
screens in October.

As  somebody  who
waltches a lot of Indian
films, do you notice any
differences in editing
style?

1 find that it is often fear-
less, especially when it canses
to sentiment and a love of es-
capism. | think Indian tech-
nicians also show a great
understanding of their audi-
ence, Our sudiences, mean-
whik, are more difficult to
read,

Do you believe that edi-
tors don’t get their due?

Yes, we don't; [ think it's
because our work js not often
mentioned, It is usually non-
existent in people’s under-
standing of Almmaking We
are the ‘bogus’ detectors and
the boring police. Only direc-
tors know how important we
are, s0, we rely on their gene-
rosity for appreciation

www.iffm.com.au
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Andrews Interview:

Date

Publication
Edition

.z o 5 il
The verdict

Indian films are freshand

relevant, says writer
Andrew Anastasios

Andrew Anastasios

Fri, 14 August 2015

WITH filmslike Saif AliKhan's
Phantom, Umrika and The
Lunchbox being screened at
thefourtheditionof the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), we speak with Andrew
Anastasios, scriptwriter of the
Water Diviner, who is part of
the jury this year. Looking for-
ward to watching Bvomkesh
Bakshi and Unfreedom,
Anastasios feels that India is
making films that are fresh,
vibrantandmorerelevant than
Hollywood films. “Would you
rather see a Piku or Avengers
#10? Indian filmmakers are
challenging traditional values
and socialnorms,andaremeet-
ingtheworld head-on,” saysthe
writer, adding that Hollywood
seems to have forgotten that we
don’tneedto spendafortuneon
CGl and an A-lister to tell an
engagingstory

He also feels Indian filmmak-
ershave a lot to teach the world.
“They take on big ideas and are

INDUL. = E epaper.newindianexpress.com/c/6208720
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14.08.2015

New Indian Express-
Indulge
Chennai, Bangalore

not afraid to challenge the sta-
tus quo. Take Margarita with a
Straw.Thedetermination tonot
sugarcoat the experiences of a
young woman with a disability
hada profound effectonme,” he
says, adding that the challenge,
however, is to develop a strong
international audience without
undermining the success of
films in the local market. And
this can be achieved through
co-production arrangements.
Anastasios iscurrently work-
ingwithMind BlowingFilmson
a feature film set in India and
Australia. Back-dropped
against the early days of Indian
talkies, it is based onthe adven-
tures of the Bollywood icon,
Fearless Nadia. The other judg-
es at the fest include names like
Rajeev Masand, Nikhil Advani,
Simi Garewal and Jill Billock.
IFFM begins today. Details:
iffm.com.au
—Niranjana
Hariharanandanan
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Irrfan wins Best Actor:

Date 18.08.2015
Publication Times Of India

[‘ | Edition Kolkata

M“"tm‘iil‘n&

Date 20.08.2015

Publication Pioneer
Edition Chandigarh

Date 20.08.2015

. . . Irrfan Khah wins
Publication HT City laurels at IFFM

.. o . . Actor IRRFAN KHAN Is hapov ar
Edition Delhi, Jaipur ot b i
award at the Indian Fim Festival of
Malbourne (IFFM) 2015

The movie, also
stirring Amitabh

' Bachchanand
Deepika Padukone
revoived around
the relationship
between a father
and his
dgaughter, frrfan
played Rana

T the owner of a

| L3 Spevice in
the Shoojit
Sircar-tirected
sice-0l-lile mowe
The actor calls Piky
oné of the best
roles in his career
"It iz an absolute
honour, | am 56 glad
that the tim has won
hearts all over. Rana
15 defindtely indebtad
1o the audience
This Is another
important character rolp of my
ife for which | am overwhelmead
nat it received a response |ike
this,” the actor said In a statement
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